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REVIEWS 687 

European Cities at Work. By Frederic C. Howe. New York: 
Scribner, 1913. Pp. xvi+370. $1.75. 

This is a book of much value to the specialist .as well as the citizen. 
It comes from Doctor Howe's fund of information on cities and his 
broad experience in municipal affairs. The first fifteen chapters describe 
the many social activities of German cities in planning, housing, transit, 
encouragement of art, protecting health, levying taxes, controlling 
buildings, location of factories, etc. Having described very ably, he 
proceeds to interpret the psychology of the citizens and of the officers. 
Some of the points emphasized in these fifteen chapters are: the freedom 
of the cities from outside interference; the success of the unearned 
increment tax; the farsighted vision of city officials; the profession of 
experts who devote themselves to city problems; the socialization of 
the city services; and the ideals of the German business men who con- 
trol the city. The psychological interpretation is found in chap, ii, 
"Impressions of European Cities," and chap, xv, "The Explanation of 
the German City." 

The next five chapters are on the British cities; they do not, however, 
describe the British cities as fully as the chapters on Germany described 
the German cities. The psychological interpretation of the British 
city-dweller is welcomed. The ugliness of the British cities is not 
described, its ugliness is interpreted in psychological terms. The merits 
of the English system are acknowledged, viz., (1) simplicity of the 
machinery, (2) high character of the citizens in public life; but the lack 
of home rule and national exploitation for the landed classes are empha- 
sized as the demerits. No argument is presented on municipal ownership, 
the cause is asserted to be won; some material proving its success is given. 

The last chapter best shows the spirit of the book. It is a compari- 
son of the European and American cities in their different activities. 
The book has two main merits, viz.: (1) the psychological explanation 
for the model German cities and for the ugly British cities; (2) the fre- 
quent comparisons of the European and American cities; these Doctor 
Howe is excellently prepared to make. To clarify the thought the chap- 
ters should have been divided into two parts; one dealing with the Ger- 
man city, the other with the English city. Most of chap, vii deals with 
the German state, not the city " at work," and should have been omitted. 
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